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OVERVIEW OF WORKSHOP 

Engineering Pathways for Regional Australia is a consortium of regional HE and VET providers that is supported  by an Australian Government Office of Learning and Teaching grant to create a Learning Platform for Engineering (Symes ,Allison, Dowling, Ranmuthugala, & Broun, 2014)  which aims to provide access to higher education (HE) particularly from students in regional Australia to engineering pathways, by expanding curriculum choice and coverage in what is a thin and dispersed HE market The project will develop shared curriculum, a joint portal, blended learning and multi-mode delivery. By partnering regional campuses it will reconfigure resources and reduce costs, resulting in broader access, coverage and choice in regional areas. It reduces individual campus delivery costs and cross-institutional barriers and improves the availability of engineers and associated para-professionals for regional resource and manufacturing economies. 
This workshop is designed to disseminate progress to date of this Australian Government Office for Learning and Teaching (OLT) funded study (the EPRA Project).  
ACTIVITIES

· Overview of the current platform structure and demonstration of the EPRA portal
· Recommendations for the ongoing structure of the platform
TARGET AUDIENCE 
Engineering educators, including academics and professional staff who have an interest in providing pathways into engineering. No prior knowledge is assumed to participate in the workshop.
OUTCOMES
Participants will gain an understanding of a collaborative learning platform enabling a streamline cross institutional enrolment portal. Provide feedback and advice as to where the team might progress in ongoing development of the platform.
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PRESENTERS’ BACKGROUNDS
Dr Peter Doe: Retired Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering, University of Tasmania.  Formerly Head of Engineering of the University Department of Engineering in Launceston and for a time also Head of Architecture.  He was Head of Engineering at the Australian College of Kuwait from 2006-2008 when he designed a pathway for TAFE diplomates to articulate into a UTAS Bachelor of Engineering Technology program.  He was appointed Project Manager of the EPRA program in August 2015 and has been responsible for the development of the EPRA portal.  Dr Doe has an active interest in Engineering Education, particularly the integration of ICT into learning and teaching.  His manages and teaches into the University of Tasmania’s School of Engineering and ICT 2+2 programs in China. He is the project manager for the OLT funded research project

Mr Mark Symes: Lecturer and Course Coordinator Co-operative Education (Engineering) and Associate Degree in Engineering,  National Centre for Maritime Engineering and Hydrodynamics, AMC - University of Tasmania. Mark is currently undertaking a PhD in Engineering Education. He is involved in curriculum development and student attainment of Graduate Attributes within the National Centre for Maritime Engineering and Hydrodynamics and is Course coordinator for the Co-operative Education program at AMC. Mark has implemented and assessed Work Integrated Learning (WIL) practice across the three degree disciplines offered under the Co-op programme. Mark has worked extensively on the development of the Associate Degree program offered as a pathway to Higher Education and is a member of the Tasmanian Articulation and Credit Transfer committee (Engineering). He is the academic leader for the OLT funded research project.
The views expressed in this activity do not necessarily reflect the views of the Australian Government office for Learning and Teaching.

